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My dear Silber in Chriſt, 


BESEECH you of whatever ſect 
or denomination ye may be, into 
whoſe hands this plain diſcourſe may 
come to accept the ſame in love and ſin- 
cerity, in faithfulneſs and truth; and 
wherein I have ſpoken agreeable to the 
inward dictates of the infallible Spirit, 
and the unerring word of God, to join 
with me in thankfulneſs. If this ſer- 
mon may conduce any thing towards 


#3: . . _ 


1 
the ſpiritual comfort and edification of 
any of the Lord's covenant people, I 
ſhall have cauſe to rgfpice in thai Lord, 
and to render him the whole er. Our. 
great ſhepherd, the Lord Jeſus, who 
bath laid down his life for his ſheep, 
| make this, and the endeavaurs of all 
his ſervants that love him in ſincerity, 
fruitful paſtures for the comfort of his 
flock, and for the praiſe of his ys 


and glorious name. Amen. 
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Prectovs IN THE SIGHT or THE LORD, 
1s THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS: 


H Is. Pfalm is A Pſitra of 
thankſgiving, i in which the royal 
| periman _ of it, as the title expreſſeth 
doth profeſs his love and duty to God 
for his deliverance, and ſtudieth to be 
thankful. If we carefully remark the 
full ſcope and deſign of it, we may 
take a review of the many gracious 
deliverances God had wrought for him, 
and from which he takes rife in many 
very lively expreſſions of devotion, un ; 
merited favour, and gratitude. In the 
firſt and ſecond verſes, the inſpired 
author had experienced as he acknow- 

A 4 Iledges, 


2214 7 AS — 
* 2 
— — — 


— 


— * ” > $a, — 6 > 
—UU— —L - ——— — — 


— 
—— — 


LL] - 


1 0020 


— 
— — — — 
— 0 — — 
JV —Ayh: — . AGIs — 


—— — —— — 
. ˙—  ALSndl ees 


re” — ———ů — — — — "_ i 4 - 
. " . * 


* * ' a 
- 2 SS — * 1 * N - — 
> - - » — — * =- ä — — 
322 — . ̃] uù—— ̃—m e 
. 


ledges, peculiar tokens as well as ſpecial 
favour in God's abundant goodneſs 
towards. him in anſwer to prayer; 


cc I love the Lord, becauſe - he hath. 


heard my voice, and my ſupplications. 


Becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon him as 


long as I live.” In verſes three, ten, 
and eleven, we may remark, that the 
diſtreſs and dangers the Pſalmiſt was in, 
(though a man after God's own heart) 
were ſo great, as almoſt drove him to 
deſpair, = The ſorrows of death com- 
paſſed me, and the pains of hell gat 


hold upon me: I found trouble and 
ſorrow. believed, therefore have 1 


ſpoken: : I was greatly afflicted. I ſaid 
in my haſte, all men are liars.” In verſe 
four, we may find, that David, (an ex- 
ample ; for far inferior ſaints to follow) 
had recourſe to God in his werte by 


faithful and fervent prayer, Then 


called I upon the name of the Lord.; 
O Lord, I beſeech thee deliver my ſoul.” 
Verſe 


2. 


1 4 
Verſe five may be taken as a' plea, not 
only to enforce the requeſt of this man 
of God to the God of his life; but to 
encourage his. faith and hope in the 
Lord his God. © Gracious is the Lord, 
and righteous: yea, our God is merci- 
ful.“ In verſe fix, the great King of 
kings, and Lord of lords came in with 
ſeaſonable and effectual relief, ſnewing 
us, (a) That God preſerveth the ſouls of 
his ſaints,” as it is ſaid in another Pſalm, 
and that for this reaſon, © Recauſe 
(4) they commit their way unto the 
Lord; they truſt alſo in him; fe Re- 
joice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no con- 
fidence in the fleſn. The great and 
important truth contained in the words 
of the text, David had comforted him- 
ſelf with, in the depth of his, diſtreſs 
and danger; and the event having fully 
confirmed it, he had a good foundation 


(e Philip. ii. 3. | 
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to ground his 1 on, and to ay vir 


the apoſtle, ed) Bleſſed be God, even 
the Father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 

the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort; who comforteth us in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, 
by the comfort wherewith- we ourſelves 
are comforted of God,” Precious it 
the fight of the Lord is the death of 
his ſaints.” God has a people in this 
world, (e) a people that he hath form- 


ed for himſelf, who ſhall ſhew forth his 


praiſe.” ./) The ſaints that are in the 
earth, they are the excellent, in whom“ 
God hath faid, © is all my delight; fo 


that the ſaints are, the church in ge- 


neral, taken out of, and ſevered from 


the world, (g God Having given 


Chriſt to be the head over all things to 


the church, which is his body, the ful- 


(03G 5,46 (7) an . 
(f) Pſalm xvi, 3. (2) Ephel. i. 22, 23. 


neſs 


| Eo 7 

neſs of lim that Gtterh alt; in all” The 
church is, à fountain ſealed, and, a 
garden encloſed; ſo alſo the ſaints are 
perſons ſevered and encloſed from the 
cotnmort throng, and multitude of the 
ufibeheving; carnal part of: mankind. 
fi Ve are of God; little children, and 
have overcome them; becauſe greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world.“ « Precious in the fight of 
the Lord; is che death of his ſaints.” 
David perceived, according to the mar- 
gin ef the 61d Bible, That God hatty 
a care over his; fo that he both diſ- 
poſeth their death, and taketh an ac- 
count. I proceed now, (through the 
divme providence) from the late awful 
ſolemnity oſ chat dear, deceaſed friend, 
that hath ſeen the falyation of Chriſt 
alone precious in its moſt glorious views,” 

(by grace 8 a "_ to draw three 
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(5) 1 John i iv. 4. 
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doctrinal points that offer themſelves 


from ſo important a ſ abc, to our ſe- 
rious conſideration. ; 


: Firſt. The Lord is the God of his 


ſaints by an everlaſting covenant or- 


dered in all things and ſure, as to their 


eternal intereſts in that covenant. 


* 


Secondly, The Lord is with his ſaints 


* through the valley of the ſhadow of 


** death,” as they find in that great 
conflict, his rod, and his ſtaff. to com- 
fort them.“ N 6 30 


3 


0 | Thirdly, | wh laſtly, The Lord God 
hath given unto his ſaints, , in whoſe 
ſight their death is precious, Jeſus 
Chriſt,” for their perfect, compleat ſal - 
vation in the hour of death, and as 
their final conqueſt, and full triumph 


over death itſelf, and the terrors of it. 


Firſt, 


| t 
Pirſt, The Lord is the God of his 
ſaints by an everlaſting covenant or- 
dered in all things and ſure, as to 
their eternal intereſts in that covenant. 
True believers that have been in this 
life, called out of darkneſs into God's 
marvellous light, and tranſlated into 
the kingdom of his dear Son, the real 
bleſſed of the Father, may lay claim to 
the unſpeakable privileges contained in 
that everlaſting covenant, and take the 
comfort of them, as knowing, what a 
ſingular conſolation this 1s, againſt all 
the terrors and pangs even of death it- 
ſelf. The new covenant, the bleſſings 
of which are ſpiritual, is, an everlaſting 
covenant, not only becauſe God will 
be for ever faithful to it; but becauſe 
the conſequences of it will be everlaſt- 
ing, and ſure, as to the eternal intereſts 
of the ſaints. God will own them for 
his covenant peqple in death as well as 
in life, for in death they all live unto 

| him. 
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him. God is the God of his ſaints by 


an everlaſting covenant, therefore he is 
their God for ever, (7) I will be te 
them a God, and they ſhall'be'to me a 


people. God is their God in life, their 
God in death, and, what crowns the 


whole of their intereſt in the everlaſting 


* (k) Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
and to-day, and for ever.” Death can- 
not diſannul an everlaſting covenant; 
though it deſtroy one of a temporary 
nature. After Abraham, Tfaac, and 
Jacob, God's covenant people had been 
dead and buried, God told Moſes -out 
of the burning buſh, «< (1) I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 
and the God of Jacob.“ God's cove- 
nant with them lived ſtill, though they 
were dead; they were ſtill his covenant 


(i) Heb. viii. 10. (4) Heb. xiii, S. 
(1) Exad. iii. 6, | 7” 


people, 


Fa] 
people, and he their God. Death did 
not diſſolve this covenant-union, and 
moſt endearing relation between them. 
Hence Chriſt himſelf infers the reſur- 
rection of the dead according to the 
everlaſting covenant, ſaying. (m) But 
as touching the reſurrection of the dead, 
have ye not read that which was ſpoken. 
unto you by God, ſaying, I am the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and. 
the God of Jacob?. God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living.“ 
* (un) Now that the. dead are raiſed, 5 
even Moſes ſnewed at the buſh, when 
he calleth the Lord the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Jacob. For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living: for all live 
unto him.“ God's covenant people, 
though deceaſed and laid in their graves, 
yet are not abſolutely dead, that is, 


(n) Matt. xxii, 30, 31, 32. (=) Luke xx. 37, 38. 
their 


Ff. 16 ] 

their ſouls are actually alive with him. 
As to the bodies of the ſaints, they are, 
if. I may ſo ſpeak, virtually alive unto 
God, in that he can, and will, in the 
morning of the reſurrection raiſe them 

from the dead; their whole perſons be- 
ing by a mutual relation alive to him, 
as being ſtill his ſaints. in an everlaſting 
covenant, which therefore cannot be 
deſtroyed by death; o This is the 
Father's will which hath ſent me, that 
of all which he hath given-me, I ſhould 
loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up 
again at the laſt day.” The living ſouls 
of the ſaints, their dead bodies, their 
dead duſt are God's. Death may di- 
vide the ſoul from the body, and both 
ſoul and body from the land of the liv- 
ing, from earthly friends, and from all 
worldly enjoyments; but (bleſſed be 
God) can divide neither ſoul nor body 


(o) John vi. 39. 


from 


1 

from him, and his everlaſting covenant. 
The Lord is ſtill, the King of ſaints, 
and they are his. The language of the 
ſaints both living and dying may be 
thus expreſſed in the words of the great 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, « (p) For none 
of us liveth to himſelf, and no' man 
dieth to himſelf. For whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord, and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord: Whether 
we live therefore; or die, we are the 
Lord's. For to this end Chriſt both 
died, and roſe, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead n 
living.” | 


« Secondly, The Lord is with his ſaints 
through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, as they have found in that great 
conflict, his rod, and his ſtaff to com- 
fort them. Thoſe that have laid for 


( Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9. 
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I. 8. | 
a ſeaſon on a bed of languiſhing, thoſe 
that have arrived to a good old age, 
have had reaſon to look upon them 
ſelyes as in the valley of the ſhadow. 
of death.” If the Lord remains the 
God of his ſaints ſtill, and loves them 
ftill, even in death; conſequently he. 
muſt needs be gracioufly with them, 
even in death itſelf ; * (q) Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee: be not diſ- 
mayed, for I am thy God: I will 
ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteouſneſs.” The Pſal- 
miſt deſcribing death, a valley, a ſha- 
dow, as it is a valley deep indeed, and 
dark, as there is no ſubſtantial evil in 
it, ſays, (r.) Though I walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 
will fear no evil; for thou art with me, 
thy rod, and thy ſtaff, they comfort me. 


(7) Ifaiah xli. 10. (x) Pſalm xxiii. 4. 


The 


LL 30 

The perſon, to whoſe memory this dif. 
courſe was compoſed, and who could 
from an heart-felt experience for many 
years, ſpeak the language of the Pſalmiſt, 
knew, (though in an inferior ſenſe) 
{© That God's rod and ſtaff, ſpecial care, 
and delight, theſe comforted her;“ as 
theſe words; ſhe told me, were made the 
rejoicing of her ſoul, © My fleſh, and 
my heart faileth: but God is the ſtrength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever.” 
David knew the Lord to be his ſhep- 
herd, and therefore took refuge in his 
ſpecial providence, protection, and gui- 
dance, to comfort him. As the Lord 
is with his ſaints, and they can ſay in 
the language of true faith, (s) God 
is our refuge and ſtrength, a very pre- 
fent help in trouble;” fo it leſſens both 

the terrors, and the fears of death. Val- 

hes, though they lie low, are fruitful ; 


(5) Palm xlvi. x. 
* ſo 


— HM IA 


„ 


ſo is death itſelf fruitful of unſpeakable 


conſolations to the people of God, as 
ſuch know to their great and endleſs 
comfort, (t That if their earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle be diſſolved, 
they have a building of God, an houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens.” The ſaints take a walk to an- 
other world, as chearfully as they take 
their leave of this, God being with them 
by his ſpirit and grace; aſſiſting, ſtrength- 
ening and ſupporting them againſt all 
faintings of ſpirit, ſlaviſn fears, and 
ſad apprehenſions of death and temp- 
tations which may then ariſe: enabling 
them by the ſame ſpirit and grace to 
perſevere unto the end, notwithſtanding 
ſo great, and ſo trying a conflict. job, 
that tried ſervant of God could ſay, 
e (u) Tho after my ſkin, worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I fee 


(t) 2 Cor, v. I, (2) Job xix. 26, 27. 
God : 


„„ 
God: whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not 
another ? though my reins be con- 
ſumedwithin me.” Thus God was with 
his ſervant David, thus was he with our 
deceaſed friend, (x) Thou ſhalt guide 
me with thy counſel, and afterwards re- 
ceive me toglory. Whom havel in hea- 
ven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I deſire beſides thee.” Death 
is emphatically ſtiled in the ſacred writ- 
ings, © the kingof terrors;” but (to Gd 
be all the glory) he is not fo to the ſheep 
of Chriſt, as © being redeemed with his 
moſt precious blood, and bought with 
a price.” A child of God may meet the 
meſſenger of death, and receive its ſum- 
mons with a holy ſecurity and. ſerenity 
of mind. (y) Into thine hand I com- 
mit my ſpirit. : thou haſt redeemed me, 
O Lord God of truth.” This paſlage 


(x) Pſalm, Ixxiii. 24, 25. (3) Pſalm xxxi. 5. 
B 3 of 
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of the pſalmiſt, ſheweth us, that by the 
example alſo of the firſt martyr Ste- 
Phen, the ſaints are taught in their dy- 
ing moments to eye Chriſt at God's 
right hand. The faints, (through the 
in-dwellings of the Spirit, and the ma- 
nifeſtations of God's love) haue been 
ſoftrengthened, as to give up their ſouls 
in a ſpecial manner to him. Saints 
conſidered as dying, by theſe words re- 
ſign their departing ſouls to God who 
gave them, and to whom at death the 
ſpirit returns. The ſaints can alſo teſti- 
fy with joy upon their lips, © {z} Cod 
will redeem my ſoul from the power of 
the grave ; for he ſhall receive me.“ It 
is a comfort to the ſaints when they 
come to die, That God will guide 
them with his rod, and ſuſtain them 
with his ſtaff.” The goſpel is called 
in Pfalm cx. „ The rod of. Chriſts 


(% 'Plalm al. 15. 
e ſtrength, 


l 
ſtrength, and there is enough in the 
truth, and exceeding precious promiſes 
of it, to comfort the ſaints when they 
go hence and are no more. (a) The 
eternal God is their refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlaſting arms.” God 
is farther with his ſaints in the ſhadow 
af death by the miniſtry of angels. The 
. apoſtle, at the beginning of his epiſtle 
to the Hebrews thus ſpeaxeth, () Are 
they not (meaning the angels) all mi- 
niftring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter 
for them who ſhall beheirs of ſalvation.” 
The holy angels in ſome inſtances keep 
the ſaints and ſervants of the moſt high 
God in a marvellous manner from 
death, as in the caſe of the three He- 
| brew -youths in the fiery furnace, 
* (c) Nebuchadnezzar ſpake, and ſaid, 
. bleſſed be the God of Shadrach, Me- 


(a) Deut. xxxiii. 27. (5) Heb. i. 14. 
(c) Dan, iii. 28. 
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1:0 35: 
- ſhack, and Abednego, who hath ſent 
his angel, and delivered his ſervants, that | 
truſted in him.” Daniel, in the den of 
lions, (d) My God hath ſent his an- 
gel, and hath ſhut the lion's mouth that 
they have not hurt me,” Paul, in his 
Ahipwreck at ſea, © (e) There ſtood by 
me this night, ſaid the apoſtle, the angel 
of God, Whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, 
ſaying, Fear not, Paul; thou muſt be 
brought befor Ceſar : and lo, God hath 
given thee all them that fail with thee.“ 
Sometimes, the angels may be ſaid to 
comfort, ſtrengthen, and encourage the 
people of God againſt death. It is writ- 
ten even of our bleſſed Redeemer him- 
elf, who was in an agony a little before 
his death, (/] There appeared an an- 
gel unto him from heaven, ſtrengthen- 
ing him.“ Lazarus, the beggar, died, 


(a) Dan, vi. 22. (e) Acts xxvii. 231 24. 
(f) Luke xxii. 43. 5 


and 


T 25 1 
and was carried by the angels into A- 
braham's boſom.” © (g) God, may the 
ſaints ſay in the language of the pſalmiſt, 
is our God for ever and ever: He will 


be o our x giide, even unto death. „ . 


" Thirdly, per” laſtly ; ; 4 Lord God 
I hath given unto his faints in whoſe ſight 
their death is precious, Jeſus Chriſt, for 
their perfect, compleat ſalvation in the 
hour of death, and as their final con- 
queſt, and full triumph over death it- 
ſelf, and the terrors of it. The ſaints 
may ſhew a ſtrong conſolstion, « As 
having, fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope { ſet before them; 3” if they even 
tremble when they look upon death, to 
triumph when they look up unto Chriſt 
who hath, plucked. out. that ſtin g for 
" thank and ſay, (b) Thanks be to God 
who hath ** us the victory, throu gh 


i) Pralm in 050 i Con. v.: 21. 
our 


if <26 -] 
our Lord | Jeſus Chriſt.” » Chtift is the 
true Joſhua, as by him the people of 
0 God are called forth to ſet their feet upon 
the very neck of this their conquered 
enemy. Chriſt by dying hath conquered 
death. (i) God made Chriſt to be fin 

| for us, faith the apoftle, who knew no 
iin; that we mi icht! be made the righte- 
"Snſeſs of God in him.” Our 'blefled 
Lord actually ſubdued death in his own 
perſon, and virtually hath ſubdued it 
for his members. Chriſt 8 riſing from 
the dead proclaimed his victory: his 
a  aſcenling i into heaven was his compleat 
triumph; ; -of whom it is ald by the 
pfalmiſt. we (4) *Thou ha t afcended on 
high, thou haſt led captivity captive.” 

| Jeſus hath conquered death, %) That 
Abteugh "Ra de igt Moy tim 
that had the i | N __ is, 


(1) 2 Cor. v. 21. (&) RO Ixviii. 18. 
"0 Heb. ii. 14, 15. No 


the 


| "XY 1 

the devil; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their life-time 
ſubject to bondage.” Jeſus, our Lord 
having conquered death hath now the 
keys of hell and of death. Death, and 
the grave ſhall not touch any one of 
God's ſaints till he pleaſe ; nor further 
than he orders or permits. This is an 
undoubted, undeniable truth from the 
word of God, mark my brethren, That 
the time; the place; the manner; and 
all the circumſtances of the death of 
God's faints are all appointed and deter- 
mined by him. n) It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment: ſo Chriſt was once offered to 
bear the ſins of many; and unto them 
that look for him ſhall he appear the 
ſecond time without ſin unto ſalvation. 
'« (7) Seeing his days are determined, 

the number of his months are with thee, 


(m) Heb. ix. 27, 28. () Job xiv. 5. 
thou 


—— — A . ö ee e 2 
5 r 12 — 42 C — 2 al 


Co 


= —- - -- 2 2 — 2 
P K RS T7 £4 Ez LAs . <A 
" * 4 > — — _— 
—_ = DI — > ey 4 " 2 _ — 
1 . — " N — — 8285 
— — : A . — 
* — * 2 - 
=SY of -« — 2 — - 
2 2 444% x — , 


CP WA www SG. r rere <A 05 ef WER RL” Nr — * 


K & CAS eas ww wears 
—_— —— 


— 
wo 


323 


s I Go AC A FEE * 
— — wi - — — _ = 4 
41 5 — — 


— 4 
» . 32 I 5 — | — 7 

— 8 — —— 8 — — 3 — — 
52 A * 5 * — — a. 22 2 _ * * _ 

— _= — . - 2 247” Ye W - N 

— — — . — 2 by 
— — 5 - y* — 4 ; 

= mY - 2 — ny — — 


: N wi 
: . 
? 
| 4 0 
. 
1 
1148 
TI: > 
1 ny 
3254 2d -t, 
+ 3+ +87 
/ * * 
1411 
1 5 
1 . 
50 
1 
„ 
1 f NI. 
11. 1 * 
10 ' 
Y 74 11 
e 
$297 
Ka 3 Ti 
nn 
1 
T3 
11 
* 2 11 
„ 
|? $ 16.0 
14 . 
13 
N 
# , | 
14 Ki 
4 4) 
: ol! 
: TH) | 
| 434, 8 
1 : 1 
ei 
1 . 
$14.41 
13 q y ? 
415 8 
1 Pits) 
4 In 


oy —— —— wD — _ . 4 
rr 
1 8 — — — — W 
_ — — — "= * 2 ry * 2 — * 422 
— — —— FL w — — > - 2 " 2 . » = 
— 2 — - _ —_— = — -Y 1 FY 

8 =£2>X == A Dr 

| — 


* — us 
— — 222 

- . «ar, * 

2 — 


e rr Ie OTIS TIC 27 a. < . 
— - 


{ 28 ] 


chou haſt appointed his bounds that he 


cannot: paſs.” Jeſus Chriſt reigns over 
death, therefore death ſhall not reign 
over them that are found in him. It is 
in, and through Jeſus Chriſt, that the 
evil, the poiſon, the miſchief of death is 
removed ; yea, more than this, turned 
into great advantage unto God's cove- 
nant people; (o Therefore let no 
man glory in men: for all things are 
Yours: : whether. Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or. life, or. death, 
or things preſent, or things t to come; all 
are yours; and ye are Chriſts; and 
Chriſt is Gods.” Death 1s the reſt of 
the ſaints from their labours in ſin, and 
ſorrow wherewith they have been either 
wofully toiled, or tired; theſe reſt in 
the beds of their graves, ſweetned and 
perfumed by Chriſt $Own burial before, 
and for them, The faints leep as in 


1 * 4 4 49 


(o). 1. Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. 


the 
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the arms and boſom of Jeſus; under his 
peculiar cuſtody and protection. Death 
is the uncloathing of the ſaints, or, 
« The putting off their earthly taber- 
nacle, that they may be clothed upon“ 

with their houſe which is from heaven, 
*« that mortality might be ſwallowed up 
of life.” In ſhort, death is to the true, 
holy believer, ſo precious in the fight of 
the Lord, that it is an endleſs gain of 
immortality ; of perfect grace; of glo- 
ry; of Paradiſe; of the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect; of glorified ſaints; 
of glorious angels; and above all, of the 
moſt glorious God in Jeſus Chriſt face 
to face, the glory of glory. Having 
proved in the doctrinal points of this 
diſcourſe, In what glorious views the 
Lord has manifeſted himſelf to his ſaints 
by an everlaſting covenant; by his be- 
ing with them through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death; and, in the end of 
life, their eyes having ſeen the ſalvation 
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of their ſouls through the Saviour, the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as having finiſhed 


and perfected the whole work to a full 
triumph over death itſelf, and the ter- 
rors of it, I ſhall make a brief reflec- 
tion or two by way of application on ſo 


weighty and important a ſubject. 


The true new covenant fœderates 


how may they comfort themſelves in a 
God reconciled through Chriſt againſt 
death, the king of terrors ; in that the 
Lord is their covenant God, who is the 


king of heaven. The ſaints upon their 
dying bed may, either without preſump- 
tion on the one hand, or deſpair on the 
other, write this triumphant ſentence in 


capital characters; THE LORD 18 


MY GOD, by an everlaſting covenant, 
even the ſure mercies of David.” 


Laſtly ; here is a fountain of Chriſ- 
tian comfort, and a ground of Chriſtian 
patience 


t 21 , 

patienee in all troubles, That there 
mall be to the ſaints, che remnant. of 
the true Iſraelites, a reſt: from their la- 
bours, and their hope mall not be cut. 
off.” Here is the comfort and patience 
of theſe bleſſed of the Father, they wait. 

for. another world, and a crown after. 
their combat, as will appear from theſe 

words of the apoſtle St, Paul, which 1 
have heard our deceaſed friend make uſe 
of while on her bed of languiſhing ; 
« (y) I have fought a good fight, Ihave 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge thall give me 

at that * 


From the "TY that huh been at 
this time delivered, excellent arguments 
might be drawn (would the time per- 


(p) 2 Tim. Iv. 75 . 
mit) 
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mit) to preſs Chriſtians to an holy life. 
May the God of all grace, the giver of 
every good and perfect gift, * Teach us 
ſo to number our days, as to apply our 
hearts to true, heavenly wiſdom,” 
e That wiſdom from above, whoſe ways 
may be ſaid to be ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all whoſe paths are peace.” May 
the God of all conſolation inwardly en- 
lighten the eyes of our underſtanding fo 
to live the life of true faith, and real ho- 


lineſs in this world, and in expectat ion 


of the Lord Jeſus in the clouds, and to 
be like the five wiſe virgins reeorded in 
St. Matthew's goſpel, with oil in our 
lamps, prepared for his coming ; re- 
ceiving that joyful ſentence of, Well 
done thou good and faithful ſervant ; 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
* > , 


— 
N 4 Ko 
rar 


12 08 * 
9 

5 « 

* - * 


THE E N P. 


